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Point three 
The Magazine of Toc H 


Toc H is a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships, and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 


seeks to serve the community around it. 


Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Revd 
P B ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since then has 
been providing opportunities for people 
to test the Christian way by practical 
experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 


1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word 
and deed the prejudices which 
Separate people. 

2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views 
of others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual 
nature of man and to test the 
Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc H and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 
Four Points. Letters, articles and news 
items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three, 
at the address below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Toc H movement. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 68T 

Tel: 0296 623911. 

Fax: 0296 696137. 


Editor: Ruth Boyd 


Cover: Toc H member Jim Simpson 
visits Toc H India. 


Photo: Toc H Trivandrum. 


== Point three is printed on wood-tree 
elemental chiorine-free (ECF) paper 


A registered charity No. 211042 
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Bless ‘em All 


The editor asked me to write the guest editorial this Sanh to coincide 
y retirement after 22 years on the staff. There is So much to say, 
n | write it on one page? | think | also have to draw from 35 
years of membership and the fact that | will continue to be an active 
member of this Movement. When ! look at all the letters and cards | 
have received from both staff and members to mark my retirement, | 
realise that gratitude is very much a two-way process and it is me who 


should be thanking Toc H. 


with m 
how ca 


The world of Toc H has always been full of heroes: members who work 
hard and with quiet dedication for branch, district and region. Some 
members serve all three levels at once, regardless of personal 
circumstances; not realising that their simplest act is a blessing. They 
seek no reward or recognition and the only time they appear to receive 
any thanks or acknowledgement is at that annual arm-twisting 
ceremony we are pleased to call ‘election of officers’. On this occasion 
there is a surfeit of flattery and praise for the wonderful job they have 
done and will they please go on doing it! 


| have had good cause to be grateful to many such members. Their 
help, support, hospitality and patience has been unstintingly given. | 
wish to draw attention to them, particularly because of the fact that 
without them | could not have done my job. It is they who are worthy of 
all our thanks and praise. 


If, by using imperfect words, we can give love and praise where it is 
really deserved, please let us all do it today. Tomorrow may be too 
late. While we have such dedicated members we ought to show them 
our love and gratitude, for they are the real strength of Toc H. 


In a book of daily readings, Dr William Barclay writes: 


If with pleasure you are viewing any work a man is doing, 

If you like him and you trust him, tell him now. 

Don't withold your approbation, till the person makes oration, 
And he lies with snowy lillies o'er his brow; 

For no matter how you shout it, he won't know a thing about it, 
For he cannot read his tombstone, when he’s dead. 


Bill Bains 


Through the Year with William Barclay - Devotional Readings for Every Day, 
edited by Denis Duncan and published by Hodder and Stoughton. 


The corner of St. Marysteps Church. The 
pavement and the lamp post are listed as 
well as the church 


n 6 August the Exeter Focal Point finally got 

under way. St Marysteps Church, a lovely 

church in one of the oldest and most beautiful 
parts of Exeter, is in need of some repair. On the first 
Saturday of every month a mixed group of volunteers 
will turn up to repoint the church hall, clean out and 
repaint all the guttering, put up a covered walkway 
and modernise the vestry - putting in a sink, shelving 
and cupboards. 


| should have remembered from my days as an LTV, 
when the pond at Lindridge was dug out, just how 
much work goes into getting such an event off the 
ground - but, with the considerable help of Exeter 
Men's Branch, we will see the jab done. 


| spent an interesting few weeks in DIY shops and 
builder's merchants, persuading them that they 
wanted to give us pointing trowels, masks, goggles, 
wire brushes and an ever-growing list of things | 
hadn't even heard of before. This was time 
consuming and at times humiliating, but ultimately 
quite successful, and my front room now looks quite 
odd without this ill-assorted pile of goodies. 


ime to move on to the big stuff - sand, cement 
and the like. Only building sites were going 
to be any good here. | must admit | felt a 
bit nervous about this, so | took Flanagan (my Irish 
wolfhound) with me! It turned out to be quite fun 
and | ended up with all that we needed to begin 
work. 


Penelope and Lucy - note who has the 
protective hat! 


WWW sy 


A ‘before’ picture of the Vestry; the load 
bearing beam with the hole needs to be 
replaced. 


The event will be one that people can turn up to 
when they please, so we will never know haw many 
volunteers we will have on the day. But for the first 
meeting | needed to be able to get my bearings and 
plan out the job properly, so it was a small invited 
group of eight who set the ball rolling. It was a good 
day; there was chat and laughter as well as success 
in getting a great deal of wall cleaned, ready to point. 


art of the paperwork has been taken over by 

the Prince's Trust, who have a group of 

disabled people who want to learn office 
skills. They will keep a log of volunteers, firms who 
have helped, people who have made donations, and 
they will rally volunteers each month with a reminder 
of the date when we are next meeting. They have 
the added bonus of computers, and will print flyers 
that we can take around Exeter. Some of the local 
groups who are interested in helping are the police, 
two drop-in homes for young people, a homeless 
centre, the local amateur dramatic group, the Aids 
centre and Exeter Men's Branch - who will share the 
running of the event with me. It is going to be a busy 
year, but a rewarding one and | am really looking 
forward to the whole venture. 


Penelope Bayley 
Development Officer, South West 


The editor joined staff members Dei Hu 
Toc H / National Trust conservation pro 


stone walls in the heart of Snowdonia: 


ghes and Cliff Newman on a joint 
ject in late July, learning how to restore dry 


had never been ona 
conservation project, and 
| the idea of learning how to 

make dry stone walls sounded a 
very relaxing form of therapy. It 
was high time | reported back 
from first-hand experience of 
another project, and there was the 
added curiosity of finding out how 
the unlikely combination of 
development officers Dei Hughes 
and Cliff Newman worked as a 
team in North Wales. 


The week was a joint venture 
organised by Toc H and the 
National Trust, who provided the 
accommodation. The whole- 
hearted leadership of Brian 
Brookes, who founded the 


Friendship Circle in Holyhead, 
was much appreciated. He 
managed a difficult task with 
great sensibility. 


We were trained by the 
professionals. The National Trust 
stone walling team were 
endlessly tolerant and 
painstaking in their efforts to 
explain how to use the stones. 
And it was the most idyllic of 
settings, high up in the heart of 
Snowdonia among the ferns and 
bracken, learning how to 
recognise the ‘devil’s stone’ - 
which has crystal formations and 
causes a wall to weaken if it 
accidentally slips into the 
structure.... A group of volunteers 


ee. 


were whisked off into the woods to 
see an ancient dry stone house that 
one of the wardens was restoring. 
The skill is breathtaking.... 


ut we were given a whole 

day on our own to test our 

own skills. And | was amazed 
by our achievement and immensely 
proud. The wall still stands; a 
magnificent testament to the wisdom 
of Toc H in planning such a project! 
Perhaps Dei and Cliff will guide 
future Toc H coach parties to admire 
our wall, standing there in all its 
majestic glory, heralding the 
entrance to the lovely old Trust 
farmhouse. 


Joe from Lancaster prison worked 
the hardest, or maybe Brian our 
leader, or Ken, the kindly manager 
from Land Rover? It was like making 
a giant jigsaw. Hard work, but such 
fun! And what about swimming in 
the freezing cold water at Betws-y- 
Coed, and Will from Deerbolt Young 
Offenders Institute leaping in to 
rescue the lovely young Asian 
volunteer - she had landed badly 
when jumping off the high bridge 
into the water.... Ah, well, that's 
another story. 
And what impressions of Dei and 
Cliff, the Toc H team in this far-off 
land? 
More of that next month .... 

Ruth Boyd. 


Adrian Jennings from Chelmsford and Brenda Ward from Bristol report on a very 
successful weekend project for underprivileged children at Lee Abbey Holiday and 
Conference Centre, Lynton, North Devon, which was made possible with the support 
of Somerset District - who raised all the funds: 


‘The aims of this project were to 
provide a weekend break for the 
children and to give the volunteers 
an opportunity to meet a new 
group of people and work 
together, in the spirit of fellowship 
and cooperation that should be 
fundamental to all Toc H projects. 


The atmosphere among the 
volunteers and children was 
superb from the very start, leaving 
the leaders with little work to do 
other than basic logistical planning 
and organisational control. 
Although several of the volunteers 
were on their first project, 
everyone entered into the spirit of 
the event completely and, as far 
as the day to day running was 
concerned, the group just got on 
with most of it on their own 
accord. Everyone involved will 
remember the weekend for many 
years to come. 


Activities included an evening 
torch walk through the woods, 
swimming at Croyde leisure pool, 
games and paddling on the beach 
at Woolacombe, mountaineering 
at The Valley of Rocks, a 
barbecue and games in the sports 
hall, shopping, a ride on the cliff 


railway, parachute games on the 
beach at Lee Abbey, a treasure 
hunt and a beach party. 


On the last evening we held a 
reflection session, where each 
volunteer was invited to talk about 
the project and what it had meant 
to them. All the comments were 
very positive and some had found 
the project thought provoking and 
even inspiring! All the volunteers 
intend to come back and do more 
projects in the future. 


On behalf of the volunteers and 
the children, we would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all those 


involved in the fundraising and 
support of this project for all their 
hard work, which has made it an 
experience we will all remember 
for a long time.’ 


Your 


Letters 


The Ordination of Women 


| have followed with interest the plethora of 
correspondence in Point three on the subject of the 
ordination of women to the priesthood. It is, perhaps, 
refreshing to know that such a divergence of views exist 
on the topic, as well as its being a healthy sign that the 
ordination of women has aroused such interest. The 
thoughtful articles by Neal Terry and Freda Beveridge 
were well worth reading, as was June's editorial by the 
Revd Brian Blade. 


Until recently l've been proud to call myself an Anglican 
Christian; although the self-imposed bewilderment of 
the Church of England is confusing - to say the least! 


Last summer | holidayed in Devon: my time was spent 
in a Christian hotel in the Torbay area amongst other 
Anglicans. | was shocked at the condition of 
ecclesiastical life inthe Church of England and ! returned 
home thanking God that | am a member of the Church 
in Wales. 


Like many other Anglicans in Wales, | have devoted noi 
a little time in thought and prayer of late to the issue of 
women priests. | have seen for myself at first-hand the 
utter chaos engendered by female ordination in the 
Church of England and | have no wish to see a carbon 
copy of the resulting confusion here in Wales. 


Surely God wants us to be effective witnesses for Him 
and doesn't wish to see Anglicans ‘by divisions rent 
asunder’! 


We in the Church in Wales are subject to increasing 
polarization over the issue of the ordination of women 
to the priesthood. Although its inception was defeated 
by our Governing body in April of this year, our Bishops 
are determined to see the ordination of women to the 
priesthood become part and parcel of Church life and 
will stop at nothing in order to see it becoming a reality. 


Assuming, as we do, that Anglicanism is built on the 
triumvirate of scripture, tradition and reason, let us 
examine each in turn to see what it has to tell us. 


1. Scripture: As might be expected, scripture after 
scripture makes point and counterpoint for and against 
it. In Galatians 3:8, Paul tells us that belief in Christ has 
eliminated all barriers of race, creed and sex. Thus, the 
Old Testament differential between male and female 
no longer applies to Christians. 


Jude 3 is of the opinion, though, that we should hold fast 
to the faith ‘once for ail entrusted to the saints’. What 
does he mean? Presumably that, in the same way that 
Jesus forwarded the new way of doing things in the first 
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instance to 12 male apostles, that specific pat’ orn ig i 
be followed by us for all time. 


Without wishing to reduce Holy Writ tothe battlegroung 
on the polemics of the ordination of women to the 
priesthood, itis fair to score that argument a nil-nil draw. 


2. Tradition: The early Church kept in line with the 
Judaic practice of placing men only in positions of 
authority. In the ensuing centuries, this pattern became 
the accepted norm in mainstream Christianity. Thus, by 
the time of the medieval era, an all-male priesthoog 
predominated. In fact, it would have been regarded as 
heretical to even dare to suggest anything else! 


Following the Reformation, this tried and trusty process 
was continued in the Church of England. Likewise, 
disestablishment saw it persisting in the Church of 
Wales. In fact, until recent times, women have usually 
been ordained only in the ministries of the multiplicity of 
Protestant sects. 


We may conclude this point as representing a decisive 
victory in favour of the maintenance of the status quo. 


3. Reason: When viewed from afar, a logical view 
regarding the necessity of the ordination of women to 
the priesthood would conclude that two main arguments 
exist:- 


a) The shortage of male aspirants to fulfil the role 


b) The rise of the curious phenomenon known as 
feminism 


Surely our duty as Christians is to pray that God will call 
more men into the priesthood, rather than to start 
ordaining women in order to compensate for anumerical 
deficiency! 


On balance, then, reason also militates against the 
problem to hand. 


The saddest part of this controversial issue lies in the 
fact that so many of us in the Church of Wales will feel 
unable to remain communicant members of the Church 
we know and love and, at the same time, will feel unable 
to assume the strictures of either Rome or Orthodoxy. 
What will happen to us remains to be seen. 


Malcolm Morris 
Brecon 


Having enjoyed and appreciated the balanced and 
understanding article by Alan Johnson in the September 
issue of Point three, concluding the series on the 
ordination of women which my article began in May, | 
was saddened and hurt by the remarks and tone of the 
letter from Percy Cheshire later in the edition. 


| had hoped that my contribution would be seen for what 
it was; a reasoned and honest explanation of my views, 
which might be held in part by others, and be of interest 
to those who were new to this issue. | was not trying to 
rubbish the views of those who disagree with me, nor 
argue that my point of view was the only one that could 


b: (ald. Ihe- : -2en saddened therefore by those who 
he .@ been u: vie to respond in charity and tolerance 
wiisiin what Percy Cheshire rightly calls our Christian 
organisation. 


itis unacceptable for me to call anyone ‘dead wood’, 
regardless of their views in the spirit of the first Point: fo 
welcome all in friendship and lessen by habit of thought, 
word and deed the prejudices which separate people. 
Toc H should be setting a real example of tolerance, 
understanding and ecumenism. Our job is not to judge 
each other, but to create an environment where we can 
really share those things that are important to us, 
accept the differences, and live together. 


Philip Griffin, Stafford 
Poverty 


Many thanks for Robin McSorley, and for his reflections 
on Poverty and our responses to it in your Augustissue. 
Of the various possible responses open to us, he might 
perhaps have mentioned that chosen by one rich young 
man who expressed his decision in the following prayer. 
His attitude is not unknown among those who are poor 
today, and cannot be easily dismissed by any 
considering the Way of Jesus. His embracing of poverty 
was the starting point of his preaching of the Kingdom, 
and enabled him to enjoy the common gifts of creation, 
and to confront injustice with integrity. 

Lord, show me Poverty, 

whom you loved so dearly... 

l am full of yearning 

for my Lady Poverty; 

l can find no peace without her... 

Jesus, you were very poor, 

and | want to call 

nothing under heaven mine 

but only to live 

on what others may give me. — Saint Francis of Assisi 

Revd David Mayhew, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 


| read with interest Robin McSorley's article on beggars 
and the homeless. 


Two or three years ago | was doing a sociology GCSE 
course as a mature student, and as part of the exam we 
each had to do a project. | chose homelessness and the 
Salvation Army's contribution to its relief. As a result | 
spent two nights sleeping in one of their hostels (as a 
paying guest), a day in their day centre and one night on 
the soup run. The day centre was very impressive and 
provided a tremendous meal for 50 pence. 


It was pointed out to me that a lot of those people 
sleeping rough did not want to be inside as this meant 
accepting a regime of authority, whereas on the streets 
they are free agents. 


lf Toc H wants to become involved with this group of 
persons, | would suggest something along the lines of 
the Friendship Circles and leave hostels to the Salvation 
Army, ete. Roger Gadd 

New Mills, Derbys 


Paid to Live 


One of the things | appreciate about Point three is that 
it invariably makes me think. 


Reading Ken Prideaux-Brune’s editorial Paid to Live, in 
the August issue, led me back to the 1930s, the early 
days of my 63 year journey with Toc H - meeting people 
I would not otherwise meet! 


As a member of the League of Women Helpers | 
frequently went to Mark VI Birmingham for events, and 
to help with jobs. The residents - a bank manager, a 
factory worker, an insurance clerk, Jimmy who was 
mentally retarded but a valued member of the group, a 
young Jewish refugee who had been ‘adopted’ by 
Toc H - to name but a few. What a community cocktail 
compared with today's residents at Birmingham 
Community House - same types, much the same age 
group, all students - ‘birds of a feather?’ 


Reading on, Ken's comments on staff also set me 
thinking. Staff left to themselves with no briefs or targets 
led to an enormous amount of innovative help offered 
by Toc H to the local community, and some of these 
jobs are still being carried out by loyal Branch members. 
Toc H involved in the community without vast central 


funding, just the cost of salaries. 
| then turned to the back cover of Point three. Two 


senior staff mounting a weekend exploring Icons, 
another two running a weekend on facing and working 
with failure, and yet another staff-run weekend, (senior 
staff assisted by an expert), for an in-depth study of 
conflict. Staff time, costs for weekend, plus travel, plus 
subsidies... Is all this ‘value for money’, or is it turning 
us into a philosophical think-tank as suggested by Ted 
Tunnadine? 


On the matter of finance, of course we need to send 
every penny we can to Headquarters for administration 
and some funded events, butif Toc H ceases to support 
by man-power AND sometimes funding community 
needs promoted by other charities, it will lose its foothold 
and very soon lose its credibility. Just read the volume 
of outside support for the new Toc H Group in Horbury! 
Can we expect to remain only on the receiving end? 


| am convinced there is still a future for Toc H, and 
changes there must be, but if we are to survive into the 
next century we must not rely on the new Director or a 
staff of ‘three white knights’ riding to a fish-and-chip 
supper. 


We all have a lot of thinking to do, and a certain amount 
of ‘pack to basics’. 


Nora Bloxham 
Wimborne 


| 
7 


Row upon row of preily young smiling faces’ 


j RA | K p > Me | 

Mrs Mary Lazarus of Thiruchi Toc H laid the foundation stone for the J O Mountlord Creche 

building. The Revd Mountford was a Methodist Missionary in Thiruchi in the 40s and 50s and 
was instrumental in starting the branch. Revd Mountford now lives in Ferndown in Dorset. 
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Trip to Trivandrum 


was to visit Southern India 
on business. My 
Í programme would include 

only one full weekend, but a 
weekend is a weekend and | had 
promised myself that the next 
time | went to India | would visit 
Kerala, the state in the far south- 
west. Now isn’t it strange how 
often Toc H pops up just at the 
right moment? I was toying with 
the idea of an excursion to Kerala 
and whether | would feel guilty 
about the expense on a whim, 
when Sally passed me a copy of 
Point three. Opening it, what 
should stare back at me but an 
article about Trivandrum Branch. 
| had my excuse to go south.... 


The train stops in Trivandrum 
station. | open the door to a small 
crowd on the platform and wonder 
how | am going to get through them. 
One of the crowd steps forward and 
greets me in perfect English with, 
‘Are you by any chance Mr Jim 
Simpson?’ Soon | am shaking hands 
with the rest of them, seven 
members of the local branch. We 
chat comfortably as we walk out of 
the station and along the road to the 
Chaithram Hotel, where a room has 
already been booked for me. The 
only difficulty in conversation is 
trying not to ignore anyone, when 
two or three people talk to me at the 
same time. We just fit into the lift to 
go up to my room, where a prayer of 
thanks is offered for my safe arrival. 


fter an excellent, typical, 

southern Indian meal, | am 

presented with a most 
beautiful garland and posy of 
flowers. My new friends have 
obviously been carefully planning 
the day and three of them escort me 
to Kovalum, exactly the place | had 
hoped to have time to visit. It lives 
up to all my expectations in its 
natural beauty. Back in Trivandrum, 


the discussion over tea is Indian 
family customs and social problems. 
Later that evening Mr Japamony 
returns, to talk about branch activity 
and his own work with a local 
community, in which many wives 
and children suffer hardship due to 
the men’s wages being spent on 
alcohol. Because these men are 
socially outcast, Toc H is the only 
organisation prepared to try and 
encourage them back to supporting 
and enjoying their families. 


| have always openly declared in 
Toc H that | have no religion. | am 
not a member of the Christian 
church. My convictions coincide with 
much Christian philosophy and a 
deal of Buddhist ideals as well. 
Knowing that Toc H India is very 
closely connected with the Christian 
church, | was worried about two 
things: would | cause offence by 
declining to take part in a religious 
ceremony, and will | be able to stop 
myself asking, ‘Why don't you have 
any Hindu members?’ 


owever, the latter point 

simply did not arise and, as 

for the former, | found myself 
asking if | could accompany Mr 
Japamony to the church where he is 
a lay minister. 


The church is a wonderful building. 
The walls are woven reed, waist fi — | 
high, with open lattice above; the io t 
roof plaited palm fronds, supported 
on a bamboo frame. 


Slowly the little building fills and Mr 
Japamony conducts a full service of 
hymns, readings, notices and a 
friendly talk in lieu of a sermon. He 
is limited by not being able to offer 
Communion. My problem is not 
being able to understand a single 
word. The local language is not 
Hindi or even Tamil, but their own 
completely different tongue. The 
speech | am asked to give has to be 
translated for the congregation and 
the children have already sat 
through a long service, so | keep it 
(Continued on page 10) 


The general assembly of India Council Meeting at Panikampatti in front of the Health and 
Welfare centre building. 


facing the congregation. Maybe for the wrong 
reasons, but where else could | have watched row 
upon row of pretty young smiling faces and listened 
to such happy singing. | am only sorry that | cannot 
Stay for the Sunday school, but | am expected back 
for lunch with the other branch members. 


A 


and | am all too soon on my way back to Madras. It 
starts to rain and with the dirty train window making 
the colours outside so dull, it could be a British 
summer's day. Back at the hotel, | have time for a 
thank you telephone call to Trivandrum and to 
receive a dinner invitation, time also for a shower 
and breakfast of masala dosa. 


fter farewell prayers | feel that my words of 
thanks are totally inadequate. My entourage 


Two things today remind me that this is a third world 


country, even if | am becoming used to all the other 


cultural differences. First, as | am washing my hands 


for lunch, | go to put the soap back in the soap dish 
when the soap dish turns round and blinks at me. 
Secondly, | reflect on the romantic message on the 
back of a bus - ‘your girl is your pearl’ until it is 
explained that this is a government publicity 
programme aimed at dissuading parents from killing 
girl babies at birth. 


Because | have already accepted a dinner invitation 
for Friday evening, when Mr Christopher of Madras 
Branch telephones, the only time | have available is 
between 7.30 and 9.30 on the Saturday evening, at 
which time | must leave for the airport. The only 


possibility is for him to come to the hotel. With some 


persuasion, he agrees to let me send my car and 
driver to collect him from his house. 


r Christopher arrives with his charming wife 

and two members of his Branch. They have 

travelled for one and a half hours for a three- 
quarter hour meeting. Goodness knows how long it 
would have taken if | hadn't sent the car. They 
present me with a beautiful garland and a gift for 


Sally. They refuse anything but coffee while we sit in 


ihe restaurant discussing the problems of Toc H. 


| will be dropped off at the airport and then the driver 


will take my friends home, so there is a little more 
time to talk. Mr Christopher drops his voice slightly 
and leans forward a little: 


'I have an ambition’ he begins. ‘I would like to build a 


simple lodge in a village where we support certain 


projects. Somewhere for visitors from Toc H all over 


the world to stay in simple surroundings, and eat 
simple food, and experience the real life of the real 
people of this country.’ 
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short. | really enjoyed the service, sitting at the front 


form a crocodile across the road to the station 


| feel as though | have somehow been brought here 
just to hear those words. Two people from different 
continents, different cultures, but with the same 
dream. ‘All we needa’, he continues, ‘is a fund to build 
and maintain it.’ 


and | want to hold on to it. If you haven't been 

to India you cannot understand. It you have, 
you may leave it but it never leaves you. The people 
of India have so much to teach me. | have only just 
begun to learn. If you see me cry in the next few 
weeks, don’t ask why. Jim Simpson E 


T he last minutes of my visit are ticking away 


News from Mr Japamony, 
India Commissioner 


Our rehabilitation scheme has picked up. About 50 
people have been helped with loans ranging from 
Rs.1,000/- to 2,000/- *, which will greatly help them to 
rehabilitate themselves. Most of the beneficiaries are 
very poor farmers and daily labourers, but they are 
very prompt in repayment of the loans. 


Out of the first instalment of the grant of Rs.1,93,773/ 
received by us in June last year, we have almost 
exhausted the money by purchase of a plot with a 
small building to function as the office-cum-project 
house of Trivandrum Branch, renovating it and also 
for giving the loans to the beneficiaries. 

* Rs. 49.13 =£1 


And Mr Christopher, Treasurer Toc H India 
and Madras Branch Member, adds: 


As Honorary Treasurer of Toc H India, | have been in 
charge of the Panikampatti Project. 


Kindly pray for the revival of Toc H units in 
India as we have been facing a crisis, with a 
good number of branches closing. 


The photographs shown on the preceding pages 
were taken at the time of the India Council Meeting 
at Panikampatti. E 


U oar, Rural and 
Eihnic Issues go 
together with Nature 
Conservation 

city conurbation and out of work? Or, white, 


W female, 40, English speaking, fairly affluent 


and living in a smail village in the heart of rural Welsh 
speaking country ? 


hat does it feel like to be 18, black, living ina 


Questions such as these are at the root of our social 
structure; the answers cause real friction and are 
barriers to community bonding. They are legitimate 
questions for anyone who really cares about the 
ways in which our communities develop, but how do 
you go about asking them? You can hardly walk into 
a pub in the centre of Birmingham and say to the guy 
leaning on the bar, ‘Hey. | see that you're black, what 
does that feel like?’ Well, you can, but you would 
probably be sporting a black eye, or worse. 


A well planned and developed Cameo, however, can 
provide opportunities where such questions could be 
asked, the issues addressed, and personal and 
communal attitudes explored. Such an experience 
took place in North Wales during the summer. 


n the autumn of '93, it was decided to bring a 

group of people from diverse social, cultural 

and racial backgrounds together at a location 
in the heart of Snowdonia - to address the issues 
which affect them as individuals and which, under 
normal circumstances, would prevent them from 
meeting each other. At the early planning stage it 
was recognised that the discussions about the issues 
would be divisive and detrimental to the aim of the 
Cameo. 


We decided to lighten the experience by introducing 
some elements of physical work, in the form of 


ah, Oral 4 =>. 
nature conservation, and a partnership was formed 
with the National Trust - whereby the group would 
spend five or six hours a day on conservation work in 
the grounds of Bangor’s Penrhyn Castle and, in 
return, the Trust would provide the group with 
accommodation at their hostel, Ysbyty Dinas, 
Betws-y-Coed. 


n Monday we began to explore the issues on 

the agenda, beginning with a brainstorm 

about what the terms ethnic, urban and rural 
meant to us as individuals. This produced several 
charts of diverse thoughts, which would become the 
foundations upon which the discussions could build 
and develop throughout the remainder of the week. 
These daily discussion sessions exposed frank and 
personal attitudes to the questioning of the rest of the 
group. The sessions were intense, stressful and 
undoubtedly caused some personal hurt, but they did 
cause individuals to perhaps reflect upon their 
attitudes. 


One session began with Gwen and Dei speaking to 
each other in Welsh, to the exclusion of the rest of 
the group. How did we feel about that ? The role play 
opened up a whole can of worms - initiating 
discussion about how ethnic groups become isolated 
and how ghettos are formed, the value of protecting 
ethnic or minority cultures, and the ethics behind the 
arson campaign by Meibion Glyndwr. Now we were 
addressing real issues; those which affect us, inspire 
feelings and create attitudes. 


elief from the stress and tension of the 
discussions was provided by the work at the 
Castle; the opportunity to work off anger and 
frustration within the fellowship of the group. On the 
Friday before departing we began with an evaluation 
session. It seemed that the most powerful statement 
during the session came from one of the young men 


- who said that it did not matter where you came from, 


or the colour of your skin - we are all the same. 


There was universal agreement. 
Cliff Newman 


Development Officer, North Wales @ 
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Welcome to 12 New Members 


Sylvia Woodward, Wilfred Woodward (Buckingham J) 
Helen Freeman, David L Freeman (Central Branch) 
Margaret D S Ambler, Michael J Ambler ( Hayes J) 
Stuart A Wroe (Leeds & Craven District) 

Eileen Faiconer (Liverpool W) 

Duncan Edwards (Munster J Group) 

Bernard Booth, Bianca Booth, 

Harry Kennar (South Devon District) 


ee 
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Congratulations to Lesley Voss and John Nnochiri 
who were married at Bath on 13 August. Lesley is a 
Toc H Central Councillor and former South East 


Congratulations to Richard and Alison Newby (nee 
Somers), who were married on 6 August. Richard is 
Treasurer of the North East Region and he and 
Alison are both popular Central Councillors. 
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Volunteers from Belgium and Spain joined Sally 


Simms and Jim Simpson (Wellingborough Young 


Ones) on a project to help publicise Toc H in the 


Mid-East Region by holding publicity displays in the 


city centres of Leicester, Derby and Nottingham. 


Chard Branch members made a recent 
presentation to Sunnymeade Home, Chard, in 
memory of founder member, Arthur Kitch. 


For the second year running, Hastingsbury Upper 
School and Community College were grateful for the 
use of the Kempston Toc H minibus for a field study 
visit to the Gower Peninsula. The students are 
displaying their work in the school during October 
and November and invite Toc H members to see the 
results. 


Centre on 20 August with a display of Toc H photos and 
leaflets. 


Seventy eight ‘regulars’ from The Pheasant at 
Wednesfield raised almost £3,400 for Toc Hand Cystic 
Fibrosis on a sponsored 17-mile walk. The money will 
be used for the work of both charities in the 
Wolverhampton area. 


Branch/Group Sub-Committee Weekend 


The first weekend conference sponsored by the Branch/ 
Group subCommittee was held at Cuddesdon House 
in July. The response to the invitation to attend was 
very encouraging and the house was full, with a further 
six participants from Cheltenham Branch joining us for 
the day on Saturday. Mike Lyddiard opened the 
conference with a talk about Toc H and the role of 
branches and members in his vision for the future. This 
prompted an hour of questions and comments, which 
set the right tone for the rest of the weekend. 


During the afternoon, groups discussed questions raised 
by Mike’s talk - which gave opportunities for everyone 
to take part and share problems and practices. Many 
ideas for the future of branches and for future meetings 
of the Committee came from these valuable discussions. 
Later, members were asked to take stock of what their 
branch actually did, and to make alist. This showed the 
wealth of dedication and commitment to activities 
undertaken and offered some helpful ideas. 


On Sunday morning three of the Division 1 staff team 
led the discussion session, which was invaluable in 
helping to focus our minds on how to go forward. 
Everyone went home with a renewed enthusiasm to 


tackle some of the issues that concerned them. 
Daphne Dawes 


Ss ta i a a a) 


Views of Scotland 


During the induction period for our Division One staff 
roles, we enjoyed meeting Scottish Chairman Jim 
Beveridge at Alison House and later visiting him at his 
home in Denny. Our introduction to branch life in 
Scotland was as guests of Jedburgh Branch, who had 
invited members from Selkirk and Duns Branches. 


We discovered that Toc H in Scotland has much to 
shout about: 


Toc H working in Jedburgh includes involvement 
with the 25 members of the Veterans Club for dominoes 
and tea each Monday and Friday, and domino matches 
with the British Legion, Rotary and Round Table. There 
is a bus outing for the lonely, subsidised from the 
regular sale of books, the annnual coffee morning and 
the Toc H Christmas appeal in aid of the Borders 
Hospital. The latest activity, in partnership with the local 
Rotary club, was the clearing and replanting of the local 
hospital garden. 


Toc H working in Selkirk inciudes concerts for old 
people's homes - two in Selkirk and three in Galashiels 
- and Christmas Eve carol singing organised in the 
Market Square with the Burgh Band. Burns Night 
supper celebrations, meetings with other branches in 
the district, entertaining patients in the geriatric wards 
of the Borders General Hospital and the sale of books 
to pay for Christmas vouchers for the local needy folk 
would seem a busy schedule. The Branch also take 50 
senior citizens out for tea and entertainment in 
conjunction with the Ettrick Church Women’s Guild and 
work with the Retired Men's Club that Toc H began in 
the 60s. 


Denny Branch run a club for the disabled that meets 
every Thursday night throughout the year. They are 
hoping to spread their activities into two other areas - 
through providing arose bowl and donation for the best 
works of benefit to the community and establishing a 
Friendship Circle with the local church. 


Coupar Angus is the most northerly outpost of Toc H 
and members run a Friendship Club for lonely people 
in the community for 10 months of the year, as well as 
running their own centre. They also organise social 
events which include indoor bowling and whist drives. 
Their experience is such that when their centre was 
being damaged by local youngsters, they invited them 
along to share their sandwiches - the doors and windows 
have stayed intact ever since. 


We have not completed our round of visits to Scotland 
yet, but wanted to correct the inaccurate impression we 
had been given that nothing much happens in Toc H 
North of the Border. They may not be in the project 
booklet, but the above list of activities is what we have 
culled from meeting just four branches! 


Tom Elliott, Membership Support Officer 
Barry Englefield, Divivional Training Officer 
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....And Memories of Largs Branch 


Millie Findlay, Secretary of Largs 
Branch in Ayrshire, writes that the 
50th Anniversary of D-Day prompted 
girlhood memories of her parents 
running the Toc H Services Club at 
Largs during the war. At one time 
between 1800 and 1900 meals a day 
were served, with a voluntary staff of 
60 ladies working shifts. There was 
heavy demand on the premises until 
late 1944, when many men were sent 
south prior to embarking for France or 
Italy. On 4 August 1944 hundreds of 
naval people, who had been posted to 
Largs from Portsmouth, made heavy 
use of the Club. 


Millie says: 


‘l like to think that there must be many men and women all over Britain who remember Toc H and the people of 
Largs who helped them.' Readers might like to know that Largs was the nerve control centre for the entire 
D-Day operation. The Branch still meet in the former club premises in Bath Street. E 


Peace In Our Time 


For a Movement born in war, Neville Chamberlain's 
proclamation in 1938 that there was peace in our time 
would have come as a sign of hope regardless of any 
uncertainty. Yet within a year the world was plunged 
again into war, a war in which Toc H was to play an active 
part. 


Now 50 years have passed since the cessation of 
hostilities in that Second World War, and 1995 will see 
the commemoration of the historic dates of Victory in 
Europe (on 8 May) and Victory in Japan (hostilities ended 
on 15 August). Yet, although we call them days of Victory, 
there has been no victory for peace. Our world is still torn 
apart by war and persecution, by the terrible sights of 
refugees fleeing from battle into famine. In our own 
country there are many signs of conflictin our communities 
and even in our own families. There is still no peace in our 
time. 


Many of us feel frustrated as well as horrified by these 
sights. We feel impotent against the problems that seem 
too far away for us to influence. 


Toc H was born in conflict. As the world commemorates 
50 years of the conclusion of the Second World War, and 
we thank God that Fascism failed, Toc H members and 
friends across the world will be celebrating the 80th 
birthday of a Movement that emerged from the trenches 
of the First World War. 


Toc H has notbeen idle through those years. Thousands 
of men and women have made new friendships, 
discovered new challenges in working with others and 
experienced the inner peace of discovering the truths of 
Christian love and a faith to live by. Both personally and 
in their local communities, Toc H members have worked 
to create peace in our time. 


To mark our birthday and to make a small but effective 
contribution to the commemoration of the end of the 
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Second World War, we invite everyone to Share the 
Peace. | cannot stop the fighting in Africa or Bosnia, but 
| can make peace with my neighbour. | cannot celebrate 
50 years of world peace, but | can commit myself to 
making peace in my own community. | cannot change the 
world, but | can change myself. 


On Monday 8 May (the anniversary of Victory in Europe) 
and on Tuesday 15 August (the anniversary of the end of 
hostilities in the Pacific) between 11.30 am and 12.30 pm 
(or just for 10 minutes at work around 12 midday) | can 
stop and give some time to think about and pray for 
peace. 


Toc H brings people together. We invite you to bring 
people together to Share the Peacein 1995 and contribute 
to making peace in our time. 


We expect that articles similar to the one above will soon 
be appearing in newspapers around the country. 
If you are a member of Toc H, you will already have 
received a letter about Toc H's 1995 celebrations and 
the Share the Peace initiative. We have deliberately 
written to all members because this can be such an 
important opportunity for Toc H. You can make a real 
contribution to: 


* building peace in our time, 

* sharing in the commemorations for the end of the 
Second World War, 

* putting Toc H into practice, 

* publicising Toc H. 


If you want further information, or if you want to reserve 
your copy of the Resource Pack (which will be available 
in the New Year), then please write to me here at 
Headquarters. | look forward to hearing from you and to 
Sharing the Peace with you. Revd J Alan Johnson 

on behalf of the 1995 Planning Group 


adon - 29 Years On 


cle 


The photo shows George 
Bachmann, the organiser 
from Chippenham Branch 
tonthe lettin dark glasses), 
with Yvonne Clapp of 
Nailsea on his left. On the 
right ig Bob Court of 
Chiseldon Branch, the 
organiser from the 
Swindon end. 


Nobody can quite believe that it was just over 20 years 
ago when the late Vernon Higgs of Swindon had the 
whacky idea of taking a number of physically disabled 
children from Burton Hill School in Malmesbury to the 
seaside. Yet on Saturday 16 July we celebrated our 
20th anniversary trip - and we've never had a break 
between. 


For many years, Swindon TocH had been involved with 
Burton Hill. The new idea was to find a Toc H branch 
near the sea, get all the branches in Swindon and 


We regret to announce the death of the following members 


In March Constance P Anthony (Downend) 
Mun Toong 'Pat' Leong (late Vancouver) 
Floyd Holly (late Vancouver) 

In June Catherine A Harvey (Wakefield) 
Dorothea Roberts (Leicester District) 

In July Pat Hayworth (formerly Pat Milligan) 


(late Halstead) 


In August Philip C Elliff (Lindley) 

Leonard S Hollidge (Springfields District) 
Eveline Knight (Seaford) 

Edward J Pape (Southampton District) 


George F Taylor (North Walsham) 


Georges Verstraete died at home in Poperinge on 22 July after a lang 
terminal illness, which he bore with great fortitude. His death is another 
break with those who helped to build up local interest and support for 
Talbot House in Poperinge, where he was the influential Town Clerk for 
over four decades. Gearges had a happy knack of transcending the 
pressures of local politics and being an easy and friendly terms with 
everyone. His was an ideal temperament far the position he held and it 
was a great joy to his many British friends when in May 1986, following 
HRH Princess Alexandra's visit to the Old House, he was awarded the 
MBE. This was an honour well deserved and inwhich he took great pride. 


Georges joined the Talbot House Association in 1949 at atime when our 
Movement was not generally accepted by the Church in Poperinge, and 
to do sucha thing required courage and dedication. He soon made many 
friends andin 1962 was appointed Honorary Treasurer to the Association, 
a post he filled with great success until he retired a few years ago. 


On several occasions his tactful persuasion overcame many problems, 
both lacally and nationally and |, as the past President of the Association, 
owe him a great debt of gratitude. We shall miss him very sadly and our 
deep sympathy goes out to Simone, his wife, who tended him so lovingly 


in his last days, and to his family. He was a great Christian geneman 
R 


Chippenham organised, and proceed. Clevedon Toc H 
ranch - along the Bristol Channel - came up trumps. 
They asked Nailsea to help, and we were in business! 


We thought the logistics might have been a nightmare 
- venues, transport, qualified staff, drivers, volunteers, 
food and refreshments (dare | mention funding?), but 
with a little help from our friends it all came together. In 
July 1974 we were met by the two branches at 
Christchurch in Clevedon. Everybody enjoyed a 
wonderful afternoon, though the steep streets leading 
down to the seafront wouldn't have been out of place in 
the Welsh mountains! 


Every summer since has seen us on the road with up to 
14 wheelchairs, in the two special mini-buses belonging 
to the school, followed by a fleet of cars carrying the 
volunteers. 


Sadly, it looks as though this year’s outing might be the 
last. Itis important to give tribute to the Branch members 
who have faithfully supported the project for so many 
years. We will miss meeting the Clevedon and Nailsea 
Toc H members as much as we shall be sorry not to be 
able to continue such a very worthwhile and meaningful 
Toc H project. George Bachmann 


Tom Clark, who died suddenly on 25 May, aged 78, first joined Toc Hin 
the mid 1940s. He and his wife Lucy were both members in Hatfield and, 
an moving to work and live in Port Sunlight, on the Wirral, he joined 
Bebington Branch where he was an active member until he had problems 
with his sight, which greatly restricted what he could do. He will be sadly 
missed. RBB 


We sadly repor the death of Len Hollidge on 8 August, aged 71, while 
on holiday with his family. He was Chairman of Springfields District and 
will be sorely missed for his wisdom and guidance. He had been a 
member of New Addington and Palace Green Branches and was a truly 
dedicated Christian man, both to Toc H and the other sacieties to which 
he belonged. We give thanks for his life. DS 


Charles Elliff, a member of Lindley Branch, died suddenly on 12 August 
at the age of 71. He was a very quiet and unassuming man, and was held 
in high regard by his friends and colleagues. He was a perfect example 
of someone who tried to live histife by the principles af Toc H. He had been 
a Toc H member for many years and Branch Treasurer for 21 years. He 
served with the RAF during the Second World War and was awarded the 
DFC. He will be sadly missed by his fellow members. KW 


It is with deep regret that we report the death of Catherine Harvey on 
24 June after a long illness. She was a kind and friendly person and an 
exceptianal member of Toc H. Catherine was secretary af Outwood 
Ladies Branch and then Waketield Branch, and was District Treasurer for 
many years. We will remember her. LS 


North Walsham Branch very much regret the death of their Pilot, 
George Taylor. George had given a lifetime of service to the Methodist 
Church and was much appreciated for his invaluable advice as architect 
for the Home at Woodland Spa and advising on Methodist Homes for the 
Aged. He will be greatly missed for his wide knowledge and friendly 
manner in all parts of the country. ‘Loving and giving. precious and rare, 
a faithful and wise man for whom we all care.” PP 


Floyd Holly, a former member of Margate Branch, diedin Vancouver BC 
earlier this year. After cremation in Vancauver his ashes were sent to 
England for interment. ATG 


Pat Leong died in March at the age of 78 in Hawaii after a long illness. 
He always claimed to be the only Chinese member of Toc H. and joined 
Hainault Branch in Essex when he was in England. In later years he was 
an associate member of Toc H Vancouver Branch. ATG 
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Toc H Caroi Servs 
Saturday 17 December 1924 at 2.30 pm 


Further details from: 


Connie Pring, 39 Princes Plain, Bromley Common, 
Kent BR2 8LH. 


Tel: 081 462 8164 (after 7pm). 


Calling All Councillors 


You are invited to the Councillors’ Training Session 
which will be held at Central Council, Swanwick, 
from 3 - 5 pm on Friday 4 November. We hope as 
many Councillors as possible will come and that all 
Regions will send at least one Central Councillor. 
The session will be particularly relevant to new 
Councillors taking up office and is also open to 
those who have been nominated to succeed any 
Councillor in the future. The focus of the session will 
be group discussion on the role of the Councillor. 


A Cameo at Cuddesdon House - 
25-27 November 


Rights and Obligations 


Human rights, civil rights, personal rights. What are 
they? Where do they come from? Rights against 
whom? Are they about basic justice or just special 
pleading? What is the difference between a need 
and a right? 


This Cameo will be an exploration of Rights, with 
special consideration of the ‘Rights’ of disabled 
people and of the elderly. Our thinking will be led by 
Dr Stephen Guest of University College, London. 


Most participants will come from the Oxford area but 
a few places are available for others. Cost £35 (£20 
for unwagedq). 


Further details from: John Mitchell, 94 Burcott Lane, 


Bierton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5AS. 
Sas 


Give asmile for Christmas with Christian Crackers! 
A gift for less than £1. Just 95p each or the set of 
ten booklets for £9. Available from your local 
Christian Bookshop or send to: 


Norheimsund Books and Cards, 
1 Whitney Road, 
Burton Latimer, 
Kettering, Northants NN15 5SL 


Small Ads 


word (minimum £1) plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates ot display advertisements can be obtained from 
the Editorial Office, Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


ataws Church 


Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before 
publication day, which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge is 10pa 


Soir»: “ecion Toc H 
CK mas Cards 


Each pack contains five cards (same design) 
3" x 5". Price £1 per pack. 

There are also two religious designs at 80p per 
pack of five. 3" x 4". 


Christmas cards are available at South Western 
Regional venues or Central Council, and by post 
direct from Wendover - plus a contribution 
towards postage please! An order sheet 
illustrating all 14 designs was sent out in the 
September branch mailing. Further order sheets 
are available free of charge from Headquarters. 


1995 Diaries 
Slimline design in scarlet, with a ribbon. Contains 
information about Toc H and regional, national and 
international Toc H addresses. 


Price £1.50 each (incl p&p) 


Attention all Central Councillors 


As you may have heard, Alison House is likely to 
be closed during the period that was planned for 
the Councillors’ Conference, 24-26 February 
1995. 


We are seeking an alternative venue for this 
Conference and will send out information as it 
becomes available. It is important that the 
Conference takes place and urge all Councillors 
fo consider attending and bringing along at least 
one potential future Councillor. 

Full information will be available at 

Centra! Council. 


80 years of Toc H: 1915 - 1995 


National Service of Thanksgiving 
Saturday 30 September 1995 - 11.30 am 


Sı Clement Dane's Church, London 


followed by light refreshments at the 
Merchant Centre, New Street Square. 
Full details will be available in due course 


Can anyone tell me the title of the film made by the York 

Toc H Film Unit about 1967, in which | took part. Where is 

the film now and can | get a copy of it, perhaps on video? 
Please contact: H.Sydney Cox, 12 Esplanade, Burnham, 
Somerset TA8 IBE. 


Falmouth Toc H Holiday House 
Accommodation for 5 plus cot. 
Open all year. 

Enquiries Ron Gatiss - Tel: 0326 312689 


